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COSTA  RICA. 


By  Con.sul  Saniwel  T.  Lee,  San  JofsS. 


The  foreign  triide  of  Costa  Eica  during-  1915  reached  the  total  of 
$14,450,36-1,  consisting  of  imports.  $  !-,4T8,782,  and  exports,  $9,971,582. 
The  following  table  gives  the  Aalue  in  United  States  currency  of 
Costa  Kica's  imports  from  and  exports  to  various  countries  during 
1914  and  1015: 


Countries, 

Imports  from. 

Exports  to. 

1914 

1915 

1914 

1915 

United  States 

S!,0r2,147 

l,0J5,4iJS 

1,0.S8,.576 

300,771 

270, 350 

330,009 

177,232 

H^6S5 

34,c,02 

125,479 

$5,031,937 

42,979 

54.S,810 

84, 132 

131,584 

254,856 

137,615 

117,849 

933 

128,027 

.'54,833/217 
472,486 
5,191,916 
123,824 
40, 188 
72,774 

$4,864,803 
13  225 

4,438,233 
62  975 

France 

90  217 

Spanish  America 

275  022 

Italv 

Spain 

Belgium 

All  otlier  countries 

67,313 

227  107 

Total 

7,551,679 

4,478,782 

10,861,748 

9,971,582 

Percentage  of  Imports  from  Each  Country. 

The  United  States  furnished  over  69  per  cent  of  the  imports  into 
Costa  Eica  for  1915,  compared  with  53  per  cent  for  1914;  and  the 
percentage  of  imports  from  Great  Britain  amounted  to  1'24^,  com- 
pared with  14  per  cent  in  the  previous  year.  The  oi-igin  of  imports 
of  merchandise  for  the  past  three  years  b}'  percentages  was  as 
follows : 


Country. 


United  States... 

Germany 

Great  Britain. . . 

France 

Central  America 
Italy 


1913 


Per  ct. 
51.44 
15.44 
14. 85 
4.46 
4.03 
1.96 


1914 


Per  ct. 
53.27 
14.10 
14.42 
3.98 
3.58 
2.34 


Country. 


Prr  ct. 

69.  IS 

.98 

12.  ."2 

l.<2 

.82 

3.14 


Spain 

Spanish  America. . 

B  'l?ium 

-All  other  countries 

Total 


I..'i3 

3.50 

.54 

1.95 


Per  ct. 

1.81 

4.37 

.47 

1.66 


100.00 


Per  ct. 

2.68 

5.81 

.03 

2.92 


100. 00 


Imports  by  Parcel  Post. 


Imports  by  parcel  post  during  the  past  three  years  were: 
$615,002 ;  1914,  $455,794 ;  and  1915,  $249,220. 


1913, 
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The  following  table  gives  bj'-  percentages  the  origin  of  imports  by 
parcel  post  during  the  past  three  3'ears: 


Country. 

1913 

191 4 

1915 

Country. 

1913 

1914 

1915 

United  Slates  

Pa  cl. 
26.60 
31.65 
19.20 
6.05 

Perct. 

29.56 
26.08 
17.51 
12.69 

P(T  ct. 

48.13 

1.80 

.62 

26.73 

Great  Britain 

Per  ct. 

11.85 

1.65 

Per  ct. 

10.44 
3. 72 

Per  ct. 
19.19 

All  other  countries 

Total 

3.53 

Italy 

100.00 

100. 00 

100.00 

The  total  A'alue  of  general  imports  during  1915  decreased  $3,072,897 
compared  with  1914.  The  general  imports  during  the  past  throe 
years  Avere:  1913,  $8,685,109;  1914,  $7,551,679;  and  1915,  $1,178,782. 

Imports  and  Countries  of  Origin. 

The  following  table  shows  the  more  important  imports  and  the 
principal  countries  of  origin  for  the  jpast  three  years : 


Imports  and  coun- 
tries of  origin. 


Cattle 

Nicaragua 

Cotton  goods 

United  States . . . 

Great  Britain . . . 

Germany 

Italy 

France 

Coal 

United  States... 
r>rugs 

Ignited  States . . . 

Germany 

France 

Great  Britain... 
Electric  material 

United  States... 


1913 

1914 

1915 

S323, 067 

S221,885 

$95,964 

323,067 

221,885 

95, 964 

828, 948 

800,291 

466, 699 

243,802 

285,041 

266, 333 

355,042 

302, 233 

129, 8.18 

124,699 

112,613 

4,491 

51,463 

37,997 

30, 749 

39,009 

34,247 

10,907 

261,975 

250,226 

108,953 

258, 329 

228, 224 

92,039 

150,142 

162,898 

115,903 

76,173 

90, 547 

85, 194 

29, 690 

23,063 

4,065 

24,039 

19,924 

4,977 

20,378 

23,847 

11,196 

150, 339 

174,341 

95,176 

121,416 

159,432 

86,773 

Imports  and  coun- 
tries of  origin. 


Flour 

United  States..'.. 
Lard 

United  States.... 
Railway  material 

United  States 

Rice 

United  States.... 

Germany 

Wheat 

I'nited  States 

CjfYee  sacks 

United  States.... 

Great  Britain 


1913 

1914 

1258, 407 

$181,329 

257, 457 

18:-!,542 

200, 362 

204, 927 

194,968 

202, 485 

296, 772 

241,139 

272,242 

14(1,981 

143,391 

169,311 

31,621 

59,383 

82, 088 

76,405 

219,487 

366,641 

219,487 

366, 024 

88,958 

77,389 

11,161 

8,104 

69, 424 

65, 710 

1915 


S224, 480 
209,662 
144,181 
142,270 
62, 387 
59, 725 
108, 649 
93,283 

323,'567 

323,567 

98, 531 

13,220 

83,919 


Exports  of  Bananas — The  Coffee  Industry. 

In  1915  there  were  9,521,648  bunches  of  bananas  exported  from 
Costa  Rica,  compared  with  10,162,912  in  1914  and  11,170,812  bunches 
in  1913.  During  1915  the  United  States  took  0,640.485  bunches,  and 
the  remaining  2,881,163  were  shipped  to  England. 

The  export  crop  year  for  the  cotfee  industry  runs  from  October  1 
to  September  30  oi  the  following  year.  The  following  were  the 
values  of  the  coffee  crops  for  the  years  given:  1910-11,  $2,840,937; 
1911-12,  $3,544,956;  1912-13,  $3,605,029 ;  1913-14,  $4,663,860;  1914-15, 
$3,730,307. 

During  the  3'ear  1914—15  77.15  per  cent  of  the  coffee  crop  Avas 
.sliipped  to  Great  Britain,  14.69  per  cent  to  the  United  States,  and 
1.79  per  cent  to  France. 

Development  of  the  Cacao  Industry. 

The  cultivation  of  cacao  is  becoming  an  important  industry  in 
Costa  Rica.  During  the  10-year  period  from  1904  to  1913  Costa  Rica 
exported  6,004,911  pounds  of  cacao  beans,  Avhich  w-ere  valued  at 
$739,436  in  official  statistics.  During  1914,  726,532  pounds,  valued  at 
$84,507,  Avere  exported,  and  for  1915  the  figures  Avere  1,272,905 
pounds,  valued  at  $174,809,  shoAving  a  marked  increase  over  the  pre- 
vious year's  production. 
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Considerable  attention  is  now  being  given  to  tTie  growing  of 
cacao  beans  by  farmers  formerly  engaged  in  the  banana  industry.' 
Cacao  can  be  grown  on  banana  farms  that  have  ceased  producing 
fruit  as  well  as  on  new  land.  The  product  is  much  more  stable  tlian 
bananas,  and.  if  necessary,  can  be  Icept  for  a  considerable  time  await- 
ing advantageous  prices.  Costa  Rican  cacao  is  generally  of  a  very 
fine  quality,  and  the  leading  agriculturalists  feel  confident  that  its 
production  will  eventuallv  became  one  of  the  chief  sources  of  wealth 
of  the  country. 

Expenses  of  Production — Average  Yield  and  Price. 

Lands  suitable  for  the  cultivation  of  cacao  and  within  reach  of 
railroad  transportation  range  in  price  from  $85  to  $10  United  States 
currency  per  hectare  (2.47  acres).  The  following  are  the  average 
items  of  cost  per  hectare  to  bring  new  "  cacao ""  land  not  requiring 
drainage  to  production  at  five  years  from  time  of  planting:  Original 
cost  of  virgin  land,  $35;  felling  trees  and  preparing  land,  $24; 
planting  seeds  and  shade.  $10;  cleaning  during  first  five  years,  $66; 
total  cost  per  hectare.  $135.  The  cleaning  for  each  of  the  succeeding 
years  would  be  from  $16  to  $20  per  hectare,  and  at  the  end  of  the 
fifth  year  from  planting  there  would  be  an  additional  expenditure 
of  $8  per  hectare  for  proportionate  cost  of  fermenting  and  drying 
sheds. 

Harvesting  begins  in  a  small  way  during  the  third  year,  and 
maximum  production  is  reached  at  approximately  the  eighth  year. 
The  production  per  hectare  in  good  land  is  from  500  to  750  pounds 
during  each  of  the  third,  fourtli,  and  fifth  years,  and  after  the  fifth 
year  the  hectare  would  produce  from  1,000  to  1.500  pounds  each 
year.  The  cost  of  harvesting  and  drying  runs  from  $2  to  $3  per 
hundred  pounds. 

There  are  '"  cacao  "  trees  in  Costa  Eica  over  25  years  of  age,  which 
are  still  in  full  bearing,  and  in  the  other  countries  of  Latin  America 
much  older  trees  are  reported  to  be  in  full  production.  The  average 
declared  export  value  per  pound  for  cacao  beans  shipped  to  the 
United  States,  as  indicated  by  the  records  of  the  American  con- 
sulate at  Port  Limon,  was  15  cents  United  States  currency  during 
the  calendar  year  1915. 

Mineral  Production. 

Gohl  and  silver  to  the  amount  of  $1,021,173  was  mined  and  ex- 
ported in  1913.  compared  with  $888,599  in  1911  and  $805,897  in 
1915. 

Eecently  deposits  of  manganese  ore  on  the  Pacific  coast  attracted 
attention,  and  small  shipments  in  an  experimental  way  have  begun. 
Thus  far  all  of  these  shipments  have  been  sent  to  the  United  States. 

During  1915  an  oil  company,  formed  under  the  laws  of  the  State 
of  Delaware,  acquired  rights  to  work  oil  lands  in  the  Provinces  of 
Limon,  Guanacaste,  and  Puntarenas.  Operations  thus  far  have 
been  limited  to  a  survey  of  about  200.000  hectares  in  the  Talamanca 
and  Estrella  valleys  (Province  of  Limon),  and  the  installation  of  a 
star  rig  at  Uscari.  Talamanca.  The  company  has  begun  work  so  re- 
cently that  definite  conclusions  as  to  jn-ospects  can  not  be  reached 
at  this  time.  It  is  reported,  howcAer,  that  general  indications  based 
on  scientific  investigation  appear  favorable.     There  are  many  seep- 
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ages  of  heavy  oil,  and  the  company  proposes  to  carry  on  explora- 
tion work,  pipe  its  products  to  a  convenient  port,  export  the  crude 
oil,  and  establish  refineries  in  the  country. 

Percentage  of  Exports  to  Each  Country. 

Of  the  exports  from  Costa  Rica  in  1915  the  United  States  took 
the  largest  share.  48.70  per  cent,  and  (rreat  Britain  followed  Avith 
44.52  per  cent. 

Although  the  value  of  the  imports  into  Costa  Eica  during  1915  was 
less  than  one-half  the  normal  figure,  the  value  of  the  exports  was 
only  a  little  less  than  a  million  dollars  short  of  the  total  value  of  the 
exj)orts  of  the  preceding  year  (1914),  which  was  the  highest  value 
reached  in  the  country's  history.  The  totals  of  general  exports  for 
the  past  three  vears  are:  1913,  $10,321,508;  1914,  $10,801,748;  and 
1915,  $9,971,582^ 

Principal  Exports  and  Countries  of  Destination. 

The  following  table  shows  the  value  of  the  leading  exports  for 
the  last  two  years  and  the  principal  countries  of  destination,  accord- 
ing to  customs  statistics : 


Exports  and  countries  of 
destination. 

1914 

1915 

Exports  and  countries  of 
destination. 

1914 

1915 

Bananas 

$4, 725, 754 

3,281,012 

1,444,742 

84,507 

9.898 

39, 192 

25, 253 

4,663,360 

467, 269 

3, 533, 895 

483, 124 

888,  .599 

888,599 

110,78 

50,207 

39, 584 

$4,427,566 

3, 087, 826 

1,339,740 

174, 809 

66,897 

101,674 

4,355 

3,730,307 

547,982 

2,877,932 

55, 955 

805, 897 

805, 897 

151,064 

90,069 

Rubber 

$12,134 

11,148 

221 

123, 814 

81,711 

13,299 

10, 184 

48,510 

9,786 

2,934 

3,302 

28, 388 

21,971 

6,277 

$49  488 

United  States 

United  States 

48  192 

Great  Britain 

Germany . 

Timber 

49,372 
16  908 

United  States 

Cedar 

United  States.... 
(Jermany 

13  700 

Central  America 

Cofiee 

Chile 

United  States 

Mahogany 

14  080 

Great  Britain 

United  States 

Great  Britain 

Cocoholo 

3,911 
8,370 
7  977 

Germany 

Gold  and  silver 

United  States 

United  States 

Germany 

7,970 

Hides  (cattle) 

United  States 

38,232 

Financial  Conditions  of  the  Country. 

The  revenues  and  expenditures  of  the  Government  of  Costa  Eica 
for  the  past  five  years  are  shown  herewith : 


Year. 


Revenues. 


Expendi- 
tures. 


$4, 526, 363 
4,627,062 
4, 469, 828 

1914 1    .3,999,786 

1915 1     2, 945, 517 


1911. 
1912. 
1913. 


$4, 674, 842 
4,659,648 
4, 735, 681 
4,, 532, 469 
4,257,511 


On  December  31,  1915,  the  national  indebtedness  of  Costa  Rica 
consisted  of  the  folloAving: 


Item. 


Amount. 


"La  Deuda  Inglesa"  (English  loan) S7, 721, 481 

"Emprestito  France's"  (French  loan) 6,  755, 000 

Miscellaneous  foreign  debt 214, 091 

Interior  loans  and  miscallaneous  debt |  4,559,239 

Total !  19,249,811 
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The  payments  made  on  the  national  debt  during  1915  were  as 
follows  : 


Payments. 


Interest  on  English  loan , 

Interest  on  French  loan 

Interest  on  misciUanrous  foreifrn  debt. 
Interest  on  interior  loans  and  debt 

Total 


S3i3,16J 

369, 1.56 

8,021 

222, 672 


913,012 


General  Commercial  Information. 

The  capital  and  chief  commercial  center  of  Costa  Rica  is  San  Jose, 
with  a  population  of  35,G54.  The  other  cities  are:  Heredia,  8,200; 
Port  Limon,  G,742;  Alajuela,  (3,481;  Cartago,  4.842:  and  Puntaren'as, 
4.80G.     The  population  of  the  entire  Republic  is  430,701. 

The  larger  importing  houses  are  located  at  San  Jose,  and  it  is 
chiefly  from  this  point  that  the  smaller  cities  of  the  central  table-land 
are  supplied  wdth  imported  merchandise.  In  addition  to  the  buying 
done  by  the  larger  wholesale  jobbers,  who  generally  import  direct, 
there  is  considerable  trading  done  through  local  commission  mer- 
chants, who  represent  exporters  and  manufacturers  and  sell  to  the 
smaller  dealers  throughout  the  country.  The  commission  merchant 
obtains  the  orders,  and  the  goods,  as  a  rule,  are  shipped  directly  to 
the  dealer. 

There  is  considerable  cash  buying,  but  the  greater  part  of  the  trad- 
ing is  done  at  terms  running  from  90  days  to  open  account  with 
interest  at  6  per  cent  per  annum  from  date  of  invoice. 

Prices  in  United  States  currency,  f.  o.  b.  New  York,  Boston,  New 
Orleans,  or  San  Francisco,  are  customary  and  well  understood. 

The  unit  of  value  in  Costa  Rica  is  the  gold  colon,  which  is  equal  to 
4G^  cents  United  States  currency. 

steamship  Accommodations — Spanish  Language  Used. 

Costa  Rica  has  two  ports  of  entry — Port  Limon  on  the  Atlantic 
and  Puntarenas  on  the  Pacific — both  connected  with  San  Jose  by 
rail.  Port  Limon  is  served  by  the  vessels  of  the  United  Fruit  Co., 
which  sail  regularly  from  New  York,  Boston,  and  New  Orleans,  and 
the  offices  of  the  United  Fruit  Co.  in  any  of  these  cities  can  furnish 
freight  rates  on  application.  In  normal  times  the  vessels  of  the 
Hamburg-American  Line  sail  weekly  between  New  York  and  Port 
Limon.  Puntarenas  is  served  three  to  four  times  a  month  by  vessels 
sailing  from  San  Francisco,  among  which  are  the  ships  of  the  Pacific 
Mail  and  Steamship  Co.  and  those  of  W.  R.  Grace  &  Co. 

Spanish  is  the  official  and  commercial  language  of  the  country, 
and  only  the  larger  houses  are  prepared  to  correspond  in  English. 

Postage  Rates,  Customs  Duties,  Etc. 

Care  should  be  taken  to  fully  prepay  postage  on  letters  at  the  rate 
of  5  cents  for  the  first  ounce,  or  fraction  of  an  ounce,  and  3  cents  for 
each  additional  ounce,  or  fraction  of  an  ounce. 

Customs  duties  are  assessed  by  gross  weight,  and  merchandise 
should  be  securely  but  lightly  packed.  The  entire  transit  from  the 
L^nited  States  to  San  Jose,  the  chief  distributing  center,  is  by  steam- 
ship and  rail. 
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The  import  tariff  provides  thnt  full  duty  shall  be  collected  on 
traveler's  sanii)les  on  arrival  (or  a  bond  for  same  may  be  accepted), 
and  on  proof  of  reembarkation  tlie  amount  collected  shall  be  returned, 
less  a  uniform  charge  of  r»  ceutimos  ('2  cents  United  States  currency) 
per  kilo.  This  provision  does  not  apply  to  samples  of  gold,  silver, 
or  precious  stones.  Customhouse  brokers  at  Port  Limon  and  Punta- 
i-enas  are  familiar  with  the  procedure,  and  their  charges  are  moderate. 

The  municipality  of  San  Jose  collects  50  colones  (approximately 
$20)  from  traveling  salesmen  for  a  license  that  is  good  for  six 
months;  Port  Limon  levies  2  colones  (80  cents)  per  day,  and  Punta- 
renas  $G  for  each  visit. 

PORT  LIMON 

By  Consul  C.  Doiiuldson. 

It  was  not  until  the  last  six  months  of  1915  that  atfairs  in  the  Port 
Limon  consular  district  showed  a  tendency  to  conform  to  the  ab- 
normal conditions  created  by  the  war.  Trade  and  commerce  then 
began  to  assume  a  more  or  less  normal  aspect.  ]\Iost  of  the  business 
lost  by  belligerent  countries  was  acquired  by  the  Ignited  States;  this 
applies  to  imports  as  well  as  exports,  which,  with  the  exception  of 
bananas,  show  a  large  increase  in  1915  over  the  exports  of  the  pre- 
ceding year. 

The  Bananas  and  Coffee  Industries. 

Shipments  of  bananas  from  Port  Limon  to  the  United  States  in 
1915  were  valued  at  $2,450,754.  a  decrease  of  about  8^j  per  cent  com- 
pared with  the  previous  year.  The  decrease  was  caused  by  the  banana 
disease,  on  account  of  which  several  large  plantations  were  abandoned 
or  planted  to  cacao.  The  industry  continued  to  decline  during  the 
year  in  si)ite  of  the  extensive  new  plantings  in  the  Estrella  District, 
which  had  not  yet  begun  to  produce  full  crops. 

From  an  average  crop  of  about  250.000  sacks  of  coffee  there  has 
been  a  noticeable  increase  in  the  exports  to  the  United  States,  Avhich, 
in  1914.  were  worth  $194.G5G.  and  in  1915.  $005,250. 

Practically  all  the  coffee  that  formerly  Avent  to  Germany,  besides 
about  2  per  cent  to  other  belligerent  countries,  is  now  shipped  to  the 
Ignited  States. 

Hides  and  Rubber — Sugar  Production. 

Although  hides  and  rubber  are  not  among  the  most  im]:)ortant  ex- 
ports from  this  district,  both  show  large  increases  to  the  United 
States  in  1915.  This  was  due  to  the  fact  that  there  were  no  ship- 
ments to  (Jerman}-.  and  not  to  any  special  increase  in  the  industry. 
Hides  exported  to  the  United  States  from  the  district  in  1914  were 
valued  at  $37,000,  and  in  1915,  $57,000.  Rubber  exported  to  the 
United  States  in  1914  was  valued  at  $9,000,  and  in  1915,  $30,000. 

The  production  of  sugar,  which  a  few  years  ago  Avas  scarcely 
enough  for  home  consumption,  has  noAV  become  one  of  the  principal 
industries  of  the  country.  In  1914.  the  first  year  of  any  exports 
worthy  of  mention.  93.019  pounds  were  shipped  to  the  Ignited  States, 
and  in  1915.  exports  had  increased  to  2,903,000  pounds.  The  upper 
lands  of  this  district  are  well  suited  to  the  production  of  sugar  and 
the  industry  bids  fair  to  become  one  of  the  principal  sources  of 
Avealth  of  the  country. 


COSTA   RICA — PORT   LIMON. 


Exports  from  Port  Limon. 

In  the  following  table  are  shown  the  values  of  the  principal  articles 
exported  from  Port  Limon  in  1915  and  principal  countries  of  des- 
tination : 


Articles. 

To  United 

States. 

To  Eng- 
land. 

To  France. 

To  other 
countries. 

Bananas 

$2,450,754 

11,383,000 

Cattle 

$117,939 

Cacao 

67, 100 
605,2,50 
57, 846 
36,250 
69,686 
122,914 

100,000 

2,347,000 

79, 888 

6,240 

72,674 

1,038 

$7, 703 
54,160 

Co'Xes    

180, 000 

Hides 

Rubber ..         

All  other  articles   .         

1,131               6,661 

Total  

3,409,800 

3,989,900 

63,000 

304,600 

Principal  Articles  Imported  at  Port  Limon. 

In  the  following  table  are  shown  the  principal  articles  imported 
into  Port  Limon  in  1915  and  the  principal  countries  of  origin : 


Articles. 

From 
United 
States. 

From 
England. 

From 
France. 

From  all 

other 
countries. 

Beer 

S10,361 
222, 000 
3,624 
22,  .379 
91,000 
35,094 

$4,. 300 
111,700 
20,000 

$9,400 
2,000 

$26,000 
1,600 

Coal 

Codfish     

3,839 

80,000 

1,450 

Elect  ric  material 

72,000 
194,800 
14,000 
13,  .500 
.52,400 
120,000 
58, 000 
16,000 
42, 500 

36,000 
21,003 

53,000 
14,030 
70,600 
93,300 
31,200 
12,000 
278, 340 

2  040 

Flour 

110 
6,400 
6,203 

1  .500 

Leather  (cut) 

540 

9, 500 
4,033 

3,403 

4  603 

Material: 

Industrial 

29, 500 

Oil: 

Industrial    

13,400 

5  000 

Paraffin 

Rice          

::::;■: ::: 

8  891 

10, 100 
5,000 

5,903 

Tools       

3  403 

Wheat 

1 

Trade  by  Countries. 

The  total  values  of  imports  and  exports  by  countries  for  191-1  and 
1915  are  shown  in  the  following  table: 


Countries. 


Imports  from. 


1914 


E.xports  to. 


1914 


1915 


United  States $3, 059, 640 

England 849, 900 

Panama 

France 113, 320 

Germany 793, 280 

Italy 141, 640 

All  other  countries 70S,  220 


52.144,000 
448,000 
20,000 
70,030 
33,0(K) 
112,000 
198,003 


$3,520,316 
5, 238,  .524 


97,030 
395,000 


662, 160 


$3,403,803 

3,031,203 

233,663 

.54, 103 

11,303 

40,840 

963,603 


Total 5, 666, 003 


3,025,000 


9,913,003 


,767,503 


UNIVERSITY  OF  FLORIDA 

lliillillliiiiiiii 

3  1262  08491  2053 


8 


SUPPLEMENT    TO    COMMERCE    EEPOETS. 


Cattle  Exports. 

rntil  the  yenv  li>ir>  ciiUlo  were  never  exported  from  Costa  Eica, 
l)ut  ^vere  extensixelv  imported  from  Nicarni>u;\  at  the  rate  of  fi'om 
-iO.OOO  to  ;}(),()()()  liead  annually.  During  the  year  11)15.  ho^ve^•er, 
3,151  head  of  cattle,  valued  at  over  $100,000,  were  exported  to  the 
Canal  Zone,  Panama,  for  the  XTnited  States  military  forces  stationed 
there.  Owing  to  the  scarcity  of  cattle  in  this  district  it  is  not  likely 
that  they  will  continue  to  be  exported  to  any  extent.  Prices  of  milk, 
butter,  cheese,  and  beef  are  much  higher  in  (\)sta  Rica  than  in  the 
Ignited  States,  and  large  quantities  are  imported  annually. 

Transportation  Facilities — Banking. 

Although  the  war  interrupted  the  weekly  service  to  Xew  York 
and  the  smimonthly  service  to  Hamljurg  of  the  Hamburg-American 
Line,  the  semimonthly  service  of  French  steamers  to  Havre  and 
several  other  monthly  lines  to  Europe,  there  are  ample  facilities  for 
transportation  to  the  United  States  and  Europe  oli'ered  by  the  I'nited 
Fruit  Co.'s  passenger  steamers,  running  weekly  to  New  York,  via 
Cristobal  and  Habana;  to  New  Orleans  via  Bocas  del  Toro  and 
Cristobal;  to  Boston  via  Flabana:  and  to  Bristol,  England,  via  Cris- 
tobal, Canal  Zone,  and  Kingston,  Jamaica. 

The  regular  weekly  sailings  to  Mobile  and  (ialveston  have  been 
discontinued  since  the  war,  as  have  the  coastwise  steamers  to  Nica- 
ragua, Honduras,  and  Guatemala. 

One  regular  through  pa.ssenger  train  leaves  Ijimon,  and  another 
leaves  San  Jose  each  day  at  0.-10  a.  m.,  and  arrives  at  its  destination 
at  3.40  p.  m.,  taking  six  hours  for  the  trip  of  104  miles.  The  first- 
class  fare  either  way  is  $3.00  gold.  There  are  also  mixed  freight  and 
])assenger  trains  leaving  both  cities  at  (3  a.  m.  and  arriving  at  their 
destinations  at  5  p.  m.  The  freight  and  banana  trains  have  no  lixed 
time-table  but  run  under  orders. 

Limon  is  connected  by  telegraph  and  telephone  Avith  all  the  im- 
portant cities  and  plantations  in  the  interior.  It  is  also  connected 
with  the  United  States  by  wireless  telegiaph  and  cable. 

Owing  to  lack  of  business,  several  branches  of  San  Jose  banks 
were  withdrawn  from  this  district,  and  the  Commercial  Bank  failed 
during  1915.  The  Royal  Bank  of  Canada  has  established  branches 
at  San  Jose  ayicf  Li.m''-^^^''  '"^^id  for  the  amount  of  business  done  here 
the  banking  ,ifacilitri^--,ai.re  adequate. 
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